
        
                                                                                                                       

Workgroup to Study Judicial Selection 

March 13, 2023 

MD Judicial Center, 187 Harry S. Truman Pkwy, Room 236-237 

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Zoom link: https://mdcourts.gov/judicialselectionwg 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Judicial Nominating Commissions (JNCs) 
a. Review and discuss Governor Moore’s Executive Order 

 
2. Judicial Performance Evaluations – Review processes used in other jurisdictions 

 
3. Accountability& Transparency Measures for Selection & Retention of Qualified Judges  

a. Judicial Nominating Commissions 
b. Gubernatorial Appointment 
c. Judicial Performance Evaluations/Judicial Disabilities Commission 
d. Retention vs. Contested Judicial Elections 

i. Review data on current make-up of courts 
ii. Making retention elections meaningful 

1. Outreach to the community  
2. Public comment, input, and participation in process 

iii. Senate confirmation 
iv. Length of terms 
v. Qualifications (see Md Constitution, Art. IV, Section 2) 

e. Other Selection Criteria and Proposals 
 

4. Discussion of Next/Final Steps 
  

5. Next Meeting – Monday, Apr. 24, 2023 @ 6:00 pm  
  
Materials for Meeting: 

a. Distribution of Judges – Race and Gender 
b. Judicial Vacancies – Readvertisements Due to Number of Applications Received 
c. Judicial Vacancies – Number of Applications Received Per Vacancy (2018-2022) 
d. Judges Winning Contested Elections Since 1985 
e. Circuit Court Vacancies – District Court Judges Who Applied (1/1/2012-9/22/2022) 
f. Md Constitution, Art. IV, Section 2 
g. Holding Judges Accountable by Steven Platt (from our webpage) 
h. Maryland’s Judicial Election System Needs Fixing Now More Than Ever by Steven 

Platt (from our webpage) 
 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmdcourts.gov%2Fjudicialselectionwg&data=05%7C01%7CSuzanne.Pelz%40mdcourts.gov%7C50124a0169e840e4b3d108daab87c1bb%7C2be0e635355c4ebda05f937800f269e9%7C0%7C0%7C638010896795439770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uOeZN2TdbzPfHdJ72JbBxw2a3Zg%2BN7WEPyoEloxtLTg%3D&reserved=0
https://governor.maryland.gov/Lists/ExecutiveOrders/Attachments/5/EO-01.01.2023.04.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/reference/pdfs/judicialselectionworkgroup/judgesdistributionupdated.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/reference/pdfs/judicialselectionworkgroup/judicialreadvertisements20112022.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/reference/pdfs/judicialselectionworkgroup/numberofjudicialapplicants20182022.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/reference/pdfs/judicialselectionworkgroup/judgeswinningcontestedelectionswrace.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/reference/pdfs/judicialselectionworkgroup/judicialapplicantsdcjudges20122022.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmgaleg.maryland.gov%2Fmgawebsite%2FLaws%2FStatuteText%3Farticle%3Dc4%26section%3D2%26enactments%3Dfalse&data=05%7C01%7CSuzanne.Pelz%40mdcourts.gov%7C1c4316a11f6c463863e308db20caaf96%7C2be0e635355c4ebda05f937800f269e9%7C0%7C0%7C638139827128249518%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KaPGf918avDhgp3ee8W%2FxGoiT42r%2FOxY3u2%2FDywIozI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/reference/pdfs/judicialselectionworkgroup/holdingjudgesaccountable.pdf
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/import/reference/pdfs/judicialselectionworkgroup/mdjudicialelectionsystem.pdf
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