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INTRODUCTION

ROBERT M. BELL
CHIEF JUDGE
COURT OF APPEALS OF MARYLAND
634 COURTHOUSE EAST
111 N. CALVERT STREET
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202
(410) 333-6396

March 2008

I am pleased, once again, to present the Maryland Judiciary’s Annual Report for Fiscal
Year 2007 - Statistical Abstract. This report provides statistical information on cases
handled by the Judicial branch during the period July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007. The
courts handled millions of matters, including traffic incidents, civil litigation, sensitive
family issues and criminal cases. | am extremely proud of the work performed by the
component parts of the Judicial Branch, the judges, clerks, commissioners, court
administrators, court-related agencies, and administration. The results of their efforts
are reflected on the following pages.

Over the past year, the operation of the Judicial Branch has been effective and efficient.
I commend the men and women who comprise the workforce of the Maryland Judiciary
for the continued quality and promptness of their service to the citizens of Maryland. It
is with pleasure and gratitude that | present the Annual Report of the Maryland
Judiciary — Statistical Abstract for Fiscal Year 2007.

M et

Robert M. Bell
Chief Judge

Xi



THE MARYLAND JUDICIAL SYSTEM*
Fiscal Year 2007

COURT OF APPEALS
Chief Judge and 6 Associates

COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS
Chief Judge and 12 Associates

CIRCUIT COURTS

FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH FIFTH SIXTH SEVENTH EIGHTH

CIRCUIT CIRCUIT CIRCUIT CIRCUIT CIRCUIT CIRCUIT CIRCUIT CIRCUIT
Dorchester Caroline Baltimore Allegany Anne Arundel Frederick Calvert Baltimore City

Somerset Cecil Harford Garrett Carroll Montgomery Charles
Wicomico Kent Washington Howard Prince George’s
Worcester Queen Anne's St. Mary's

Talbot
8 Judges 7 Judges 22 Judges 8 Judges 19 Judges 25 Judges 32 Judges 32 Judges
THE DISTRICT COURT
ORPHANS’ COURT
All political subdivisions except
Harford and Montgomery Counties .
SRS Chief Judge
District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 District 6 District 7 District 8 District 9 District 10 District 11 District 12
Baltimore City Dorchester Caroline Calvert Prince Montgomery Anne Baltimore Harford Carroll Frederick Allegany

Somerset Cecil Charles George's Arundel Howard Washington Garrett

Wicomico Kent St. Mary’s

Worcester Queen Anne’s

Talbot
27 Judges 6 Judges 6 Judges 5 Judges 15 Judges 11 Judges 9 Judges 13 Judges 4 Judges 7 Judges 5 Judges 3 Judges


http://mdcourts.gov/coappeals/index.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/coappeals/index.html
http://mdcourts.gov/cosappeals/index.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/clerks/howard/index.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/dorchester.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/worcester.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/caroline.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/cecil.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/clerks/talbot/index.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/clerks/harford/index.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/clerks/washington/index.html
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/mc/judicial/circuit/mcccourt.html
http://www.courts.state.md.us/stmarys.html
http://www.baltocts.state.md.us/
http://mdcourts.gov/circuit/directory.html
http://mdcourts.gov/district/directories/courtmap.html
http://mdcourts.gov/orphanscourt.html

MARYLAND JUDICIARY AT A GLANCE
Fiscal Year July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007

Judicial Branch Personnel in Profile

Judges Maryland Judicial Branch
Court of Appeals 7.0 Personnel

Court of Special Appeals 13.0 FY 2007

Circuit Courts 153.0

District Court 112.0

Orphans' Court 37.0

Total Judges 322.0 % sy
Circuit Court Masters (actual number of positions) 60.5

Circuit Court Law Clerks 153.0

Total Circuit Court Masters & Law Clerks 213.5

88%

Judicial Support Personnel*

O Total Judges

Court of Appeals 74.0

Court of Special Appeals 80.5

Circuit Court Clerks' Offices 1,326.5 B Total Circuit Court Masters & Law Clerks
District Court 1,524.5

Administrative Office of the Courts 110.8

Court-Related Agencies 22.8 O Total Judicial Support Personnel
Circuit Courts - Local Funding 898.0

Total Judicial Support Personnel 4,037.0

Total Judicial Branch Personnel 4,572.5

*Includes contractual positions

Judicial Revenues

Program FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Court of Appeals 99,205 101,893 105,751 108,827
Court of Special Appeals 87,281 96,292 93,299 101,383
Circuit Courts** 570,381,173 745,402,304 849,177,483 797,813,776
District Court 95,070,029 101,331,552 102,585,180 101,077,050
State Board of Law Examiners 950,329 838,383 782,449 757,710
Maryland Law Library 10,969 5,132 5,746 4,708
Totals 666,598,986 847,775,556 952,749,908 899,863,454

**Of the above FY2007 amount $32,986,390 was remitted to the Land Records Improvement Fund, $1,159,712 to the
Criminal Injury Compensation Fund, $856,150 to Victims of Crime Fund, $15,820 to Victims & Witness Protection and
Relocation Fund, $28,800 to the Maryland Substance Abuse Fund, $1,1151,700 to the Helicopter Replacement Fund (New
2007), $213,712,250 for State Transfer Tax, $2,440,441 for CICF/VCF, $13,773,096 for Maryland Legal Services Corporation
and $423,269,957 for Local Revenue Collections.



MARYLAND JUDICIARY AT A GLANCE, continued

Judicial Expenditures

Program FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Court of Appeals 6,256,634 6,068,689 6,630,192 7,375,680
Court of Special Appeals 6,559,607 6,674,968 7,185,309 7,531,924
Circuit Court Judges 43,824,243 42,857,485 47,780,233 50,956,418
District Court 104,876,965 108,066,297 115,253,691 124,479,656
Maryland Judicial Conference 0 5,327 412,417 359,047
Administrative Office of the Courts 22,970,265 28,951,856 30,513,645 31,811,757
Court-Related Agencies 4,906,101 4,904,358 4,770,088 5,398,606
Maryland Law Library 2,190,375 2,614,048 1,903,435 2,345,166
Judicial Information Systems 20,732,345 20,902,326 22,883,698 34,131,608
Circuit Court Clerks 63,727,796 68,917,551 74,970,737 79,544,276
Family Law Divisions 11,531,242 10,480,998 12,995,300 15,726,605
Major Information Technology Projects 16,781,024 10,840,709 10,360,382 8,100,119

Totals

304,356,597 311,284,612 335,659,127 367,760,862

Maryland Judiciary Expenditures
By Program

Fiscal Year 2007

79,544,276

34,131,608
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15,726,605
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O Court of Appeals

OCircuit Court Judges

B Maryland Judicial Conference
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M Judicial Information Systems
OFamily Law Divisions

H Court of Special Appeals

ODistrict Court

O Administrative Office of the Courts
OMaryland Law Library

E Circuit Court Clerks
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MARYLAND JUDICIARY AT A GLANCE, continued

Total Filings and Terminations in the Maryland State Courts in Fiscal Year 2007

Total Total
Name of Court Filings Terminations
Court of Appeals* 781 827
Court of Special Appeals** 2,121 1,887
Circuit Courts*** 293,940 278,225
District Court**** 2,086,826 2,302,061
Totals 2,383,668 2,583,000

*Both totals include Appeals and Certiorari filed; all data from Table CA-1.

**Both totals include Appeals filed; all data from Table CSA 1.1.

***Both totals include Civil-General, Civil-Family, Juvenile and Criminal cases; all data from Tables CC-1 & CC-2.
****Both totals include Motor Vehicle, Criminal and Civil cases; all data from Table DC-1.
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Court of Appeals

The highest court in Maryland is the Court of Appeals. Cases heard by the Court of
Appeals are selected almost exclusively through a discretionary review process known
as “certiorari.” The Court grants those petitions for certiorari it deems to be desirable
and in the public interest. The petitions may come to the Court of Appeals before or
after a case has been decided by the Court of Special Appeals. For cases in which a
sentence of death is imposed, the Court of Appeals has exclusive jurisdiction over
appeals. Other functions carried out by the Court of Appeals include: adopting rules of
judicial administration, practice and procedure; admitting persons to the practice of law;
and conducting disciplinary proceedings involving members of the bench and bar.

The Court of Appeals was created by the Constitution of 1776. The seven judges of the
court represent the seven appellate judicial circuits.

Following is a statistical delineation of the Court’s workload during the previous year.

Robert C. Murphy
Courts of Appeal Building
Annapolis, Maryland



TABLE CA-1
COURT OF APPEALS

APPEALS AND PETITIONS FOR CERTIORARI
FILED AND DISPOSED OF WITHIN FISCAL YEAR

5 Year Comparative Table

Fiscal Years 2003 - 2007

APPEALS
Filed Disposed
FY 2003 140 133
FY 2004 157 136
FY 2005 137 153
FY 2006 146 139
FY 2007 148 176

CERTIORARI
Filed Disposed
FY 2003 700 707
FY 2004 651 664
FY 2005 604 612
FY 2006 651 628
FY 2007 633 651
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COURT OF APPEALS

APPEALS FILED AND DISPOSED OF WITHIN FISCAL YEAR

5 Year Comparative Data
Fiscal Years 2003 - 2007
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COURT OF APPEALS

CERTIORARI FILED AND DISPOSED OF WITHIN FISCAL YEAR

5 Year Comparative Data
Fiscal Years 2003 - 2007
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TABLE CA-2
COURT OF APPEALS

ORIGIN OF APPEALS BY
APPELLATE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT AND JURISDICTION

Regular Docket

2006 Term*
Number of Appeals % of Statewide Total

1st Appellate Circuit 11 7.24%
Caroline County 2
Cecil County 1
Dorchester County 0
Kent County 0
Queen Anne's County 1
Somerset County 1
Talbot County 1
Wicomico County 3
Worcester County 2

2nd Appellate Circuit 19 12.50%
Baltimore County 18
Harford County 1

3rd Appellate Circuit 16 10.53%
Allegany County 0
Carroll County 2
Frederick County 6
Garrett County 1
Howard County 5
Washington County 2

4th Appellate Circuit 19 12.50%
Prince George's County 19

5th Appellate Circuit 21 13.82%
Anne Arundel County 14
Calvert County 2
Charles County 5
St. Mary's County 0

6th Appellate Circuit 37 24.34%
Baltimore City 37

7th Appellate Circuit 29 19.08%
Montgomery County 29

Number of Appeals % of Statewide Total
TOTALS 152 100.00%

*The number of appeals docketed are counted by term (March 1, 2006 - February 28, 2007 -- 2006 Term).



CHART CA-2.1
COURT OF APPEALS

ORIGIN OF APPEALS BY APPELLATE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

REGULAR DOCKET
2006 Term
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TABLE CA-3
COURT OF APPEALS

APPEALS DOCKETED BY TERM
2003-2006 Terms*

Appeals
Civil Criminal TOTALS
2003 Term 95 48 143
2004 Term 106 47 153
2005 Term 79 61 140
2006 Term 106 46 152

*The number of appeals docketed are counted by term
(March 1, 2006 - February 28, 2007 -- 2006 Term).
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TABLE CA-4

FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS
COURT OF APPEALS

Fiscal Year 2006
July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007

Filings Dispositions

Regular Docket 148 176

Petitions for Certiorari 633 651
Attorney Grievance Proceedings 78 83
Bar Admission Proceedings 3 2
Certified Questions of Law 3 3
Miscellaneous Appeals 21 18

TOTALS 886 933
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TABLE CA-5

COURT OF APPEALS

DISPOSITION AND ORIGIN OF APPEALS

REGULAR DOCKET

Fiscal Year 2007

Disposition Type Civil Juvenile Criminal TOTALS
Affirmed 40 0 29 69
Reversed 39 2 22 63
Dismissed - Opinion Filed 1 0 0 1
Dismissed Without Opinion 7 1 1 9
Vacated and Remanded 13 2 4 19
Affirmed in Part, Reversed in Part 0 0 2 2
Affirmed in Part, Vacated in Part 2 0 1 3
Dismissed Prior to Argument or Submission 6 0 4 10
Total Cases Disposed FY 2007 108 5 63 176
Origin Civil Juvenile Criminal TOTALS
2004 Docket 5 0 6 11
2005 Docket 20 3 26 49
2006 Docket 83 2 31 116
Total Cases Disposed FY 2007 108 4 63 176
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COURT OF APPEALS

DISPOSITION OF CIVIL APPEALS
Fiscal Year 2007
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CHART CA-5.2
COURT OF APPEALS

DISPOSITION OF CRIMINAL APPEALS
Fiscal Year 2007
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CHART CA-5.3
COURT OF APPEALS

DISPOSITION OF ALL APPEALS
Fiscal Year 2007
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TABLE CA-6

COURT OF APPEALS

PETITION DOCKET DISPOSITIONS
(PETITIONS FOR CERTIORARI)

5 Year Comparative Data Table

Fiscal Years 2003 - 2007

Percentage of
Certiorari Petitions

PETITIONS|Granted Dismissed Denied Withdrawn Totals Granted
Civil
2002-03 71 5 331 4 411 17.3%
2003-04 50 4 296 1 351 14.2%
2004-05 66 3 256 2 327 20.2%
2005-06 69 5 272 4 350 19.7%
2006-07 79 2 314 1 396 19.9%
Percentage of
Certiorari Petitions
PETITIONS|Granted Dismissed Denied Withdrawn Totals Granted
Criminal
2002-03 31 0 262 3 296 10.5%
2003-04 40 2 270 1 313 12.8%
2004-05 35 4 245 1 285 12.3%
2005-06 40 0 237 1 278 14.4%
2006-07 31 0 226 3 260 11.9%




CHART CA-6.1
COURT OF APPEALS

TOTAL NUMBER CIVIL
PETITIONS FOR CERTIORARI DISPOSED

450 5 Year Comparative Data: Fiscal Years 2004 - 2007
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COURT OF APPEALS
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CHART CA-6.3
COURT OF APPEALS

TOTAL NUMBER CRIMINAL
PETITIONS FOR CERTIORARI DISPOSED

350 5 Year Comparative Data: Fiscal Years 2003 - 2007
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CHART CA-6.4
COURT OF APPEALS

TOTAL NUMBER CRIMINAL
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TABLE CA-7
COURT OF APPEALS

AVERAGE INTERVALS FOR CASES DISPOSED

Regular Docket
Fiscal Year 2007

Certiorari Granted to Argument
or to Disposition Without Argument to Certiorari Granted
Argument* Decision** to Decision*
Days 107 136 232
Months 3.6 4.5 7.7
Number of Cases 165 164 174

* Includes all disposed cases in Fiscal Year 2007.

** Includes all disposed cases in Fiscal Year 2007 that were argued.



TABLE CA-8
COURT OF APPEALS

CASES PENDING

Regular Docket
June 30, 2007

Origin Civil Juvenile Criminal TOTALS
2005 Docket 3 0 2 5
2006 Docket 19 0 8 27
2007 Docket 11 2 10 23

TOTALS 33 2 20 55
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Court of Special Appeals

The Court of Special Appeals is Maryland’s intermediate appellate court. The Court has
exclusive initial appellate jurisdiction over any reviewable judgment, decree, order of
other action of a circuit court. The Court also considers applications for leave to appeal
in such cases as post conviction, habeas corpus matters involving denial of or excessive
bail, inmate grievances, appeals from criminal guilty pleas, and violations of probation.

The Court of Appeals was created in 1966. The thirteen judges of the Court include one
from each of the seven appellate judicial circuits, and six elected from the State at large.
The judges are empowered to sit in panels of three. All judges may sit “en banc” to hear
a case, if the majority of the judges so order.

The following tables and charts provide a statistical delineation of the Court’s work over
the last year.

Robert C. Murphy
Courts of Appeal Building
Annapolis, Maryland



TABLE COSA-1.1
COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS

APPEALS FILED AND TERMINATED WITHIN FISCAL
YEAR

5 Year Comparative Data
Fiscal Years 2003 - 2007

APPEALS
Filed Disposed
FY 2003 | 1,960 1,901
FY 2004 | 1,856 1,936
FY 2005 | 2,041 1,796
FY 2006 | 2,040 1,875
FY 2007 2,121 1,887




CHART COSA-1.1
COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS

APPEALS FILED AND DISPOSED WITHIN FISCAL YEAR

5 Year Comparative Data
Fiscal Years 2003 - 2007
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TABLE COSA-1.2
COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS

OPINIONS FILED IN FISCAL YEAR

5 Year Comparative Data
2003 - 2007 Terms

OPINIONS
Filed
FY 2003 1,305
FY 2004 1,360
FY 2005 1,115
FY 2006 1,287
FY 2007 1,301




CHART COSA-1.2
COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS

OPINIONS FILED IN FISCAL YEAR

5 Year Comparative Data
Fiscal Years 2003 - 2007
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TABLE COSA-2

COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS

ORIGIN OF APPEALS BY

APPELLATE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT AND JURISDICTION

Regular Docket

2006 Term*
Number of Appeals % of Statewide Total
1st Appella