Protocol for the Maryland Judiciary Legislative Activities

In order for the ddiciary to havenefficient and effective relationship with other branches of
govermment, it is important that allegislative Activity ke coordinated through th@hief Judge

of the Court of A plLpgslativesCormmittee. tLdyislatie Adivitginclades ™ s
drafting or commenting on proposedilgation;communicating oconsulting with members of

the Legislature concerniniggislation omproposedegslation;tesifying or appearing before the
Legislaturepr any legislative committee, work group or task fara@ working with any policy

or advocacy grouponcerning legislation or proposkjislative initiatives

The Legislative Committeén consuation with the Chief Judge and the Judicial Council,
coordinates a wide array of Legislative Activity for the Judiciary. The Legislative Committee
reviews and provides any formal response to proposed legistetibaehalf of the Chief Judge

The Legisléive Committee also approvasdrecommends to the Chief Judgegislationto be
proposeby or on behalf of the Judiciary, and coo
legislative agendaThe Legislative Committee is also tasked with coordinatingftessal
interactions on behalf of the Judiciary to ensure that the Judiciary asserts a consistent position
and is not perceived to intrude in legislative or executive bramdtions Therefore the

Legislative Committealsoprovides input and guidante judges and Judiciary staff who serve

on legislative work groupsask forcesand other crosagency groups in a wide range of

initiatives.

No judge or ddiciary staffmayengage in Legislative Activitfor or on behalf othe Judiciary

or any of itsCommittees or other units unless requesteapprovedo do so by the Chief Judge

of the Courtof Appeale r t h e C ldesigrfee. Parttigation smyLegislative Activity

in an individual capacity by a judge dudiciarystaff membemust bewith the knowledge of the

Chief Judge or the Chief Judge’ s deaithgnee. S
i ndi vi dtnzeloh leaveoowanweekend or other swvaork day), in a manner that is

consistent withall applicable ethicabbligations, and in a manner that expressly indicates that
participation is in an individual capacity and not on behalf of the Maryland Judiciary.

Any Legislative Activity undertaken byr on behalf oany CommissionConference,
Committeeor Work Group of théMarylandJudiciary must be coordinatedth the Legislative
Committee. Any ddiciarycommittee thais participating in Legislative Activityor that
anticipates that is may be requested to engage in Legislative Acivityld designate a Liaison
to theLegislative Committee to establish the protocol that governs the specific Legislative
Activity.

A JudiciaryCommissionCommitteeor Work Groupcannot proposer comment othegislation

unless it habeenexpresl authorizedo do soby the ChiefJudger t he Chi ef Judge
designee If a Committee believes thaewor amendedegislation is appropriate, the Committee

may: (1) contact the Chief Judge and the Judicial Council by letter seeking guidance; or (2)

include a recommendation for legislatiorai@ o mmi t t e &’'the ChieJpdgerand the

Judicial Council.



