
SANCTIONS AND ACTIONS AFFECTING LICENSURE (FY 2021) 

ADAMS, George R. – Indefinite Suspension by Consent on September 17, 2020, for failing to 
represent multiple immigration clients competently and diligently, failing to adequately 
communicate with his clients, failing to take steps to protect his clients’ interests upon termination 
of his representation, failing to properly supervise a non-attorney assistant, knowingly making 
false statements to Bar Counsel, engaging in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or 
misrepresentation, and engaging in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice.  The 
Respondent, who was not admitted to the Maryland Bar, failed to keep his clients informed 
concerning the status of their immigration applications, failed to supervise non-attorney staff 
members in their dealings with his clients, and failed to properly withdraw from representation 
upon his retirement.  Respondent then approved and submitted letters providing misinformation to 
Bar Counsel during its investigation. 

AKIN-DEKO, Oladipo Akinwunmi – Indefinite Suspension on September 24, 2020, for failing to 
represent his client competently and diligently, knowingly failing to respond to Bar Counsel, and 
engaging in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice.  Respondent failed to appear 
for a motions hearing in a matter before the United States District Court for the District of 
Maryland, failed to respond to multiple orders to show cause, and failed to respond in any manner 
to disciplinary authorities. 

FOURNIER, James Joseph – Indefinite Suspension by Consent on August 14, 2020, for failing to 
represent his client competently and diligently, failing to abide by the scope of representation, 
failing to adequately communicate with his client, failing to maintain candor to the tribunal, 
knowingly failing to respond to Bar Counsel, engaging in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, 
deceit or misrepresentation, and engaging in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of 
justice.  Respondent failed to comply with applicable discovery rules and as a result his client’s 
expert witness was precluded from testifying at trial.  In addition, the Respondent’s statements 
regarding discovery disputes were not credible. 

FRANK, David Elliott – Disbarred on August 26, 2020, for failing to represent his client 
competently, failing to safekeep funds in an attorney trust account, knowingly failing to respond 
to Bar Counsel, engaging in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation, and 
engaging in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice.  Respondent commingled 
personal and client funds in his attorney trust account, used the funds in his attorney trust account 
for personal and familial financial obligations, failed to disburse his client’s settlement funds in a 
timely manner, and misused his client’s settlement funds. 

GILLELAN, II, Joshua Thomas – Commission Reprimand on July 21, 2020, for failing to comply 
with the mandatory annual Pro Bono and IOLTA reporting requirements and failing to pay his 
mandatory annual assessment to the Client Protection Fund of Maryland for a number of years. 

GOLESORKHI, Reza – Commission Reprimand on July 21, 2020, for failing to recognize a 
conflict of interest.  In a business transaction, Respondent represented both the buyer and seller, 
whose interests were adverse, and failed to obtain informed consent from either party to waive the 
conflict and proceed with the joint representation. 



HAMILTON, Samuel Cartenius – Commission Reprimand on September 22, 2020, for failing to 
adequately communicate with his client, collecting unreasonable fees, failing to safekeep funds in 
an attorney trust account, and failing to maintain adequate client matter records.  Respondent 
collected a $5,000.00 fee from his client, failed to provide any substantive services of value, failed 
to deposit and maintain his client’s funds in an attorney trust account until earned, and failed to 
provide his client with invoices for fees charged. 

JAMES, Jelani Dale – Commission Reprimand on July 27, 2020, for making cash withdrawals 
from his attorney trust account. 

MURRAY, Charles Alex – Indefinite Suspension on August 24, 2020, with the right to petition 
for reinstatement only following reinstatement in Florida and the District of Columbia, in a 
reciprocal action from the Supreme Court of Florida for making a false statement to a tribunal and 
failing to correct his false statement previously made to the tribunal.  Respondent signed a client’s 
name to a post-conviction motion verification and perjury acknowledgement and thereafter failed 
to take corrective action to notify the tribunal concerning the falsified client signature. 

NIER, George Carlos – Disbarment by Consent on September 2, 2020, effective September 30, 
2020, for committing a criminal act that reflects adversely on his honesty, trustworthiness, or 
fitness as an attorney, engaging in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or 
misrepresentation, and engaging in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice.  In 
an estate matter, as successor personal representative and sole trustee of trusts established for two 
of the decedent’s great-grandchildren, Respondent misappropriated hundreds of thousands of 
dollars from both trusts and left each with a balance of zero. 

SHOEMAKER, Jason W. – Disbarment by Consent on September 21, 2020, effective December 
1, 2020, for failing to represent his clients competently and diligently, failing to adequately 
communicate with his clients, representing clients involving a conflict of interest, failing to 
safekeep his clients’ funds in his attorney trust account, engaging in conduct involving dishonesty, 
fraud, deceit or misrepresentation, and engaging in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration 
of justice.  Over a four-year period, Respondent failed to adequately manage his attorney trust 
account when he failed to deposit client funds therein, maintained negative client ledger balances, 
and commingled personal funds with trust funds.  Respondent also allowed his spouse to access 
and misappropriate funds from his attorney trust account and failed to take remedial measures for 
approximately five months.  In addition, Respondent failed to recognize a conflict of interest when 
he represented co-defendants in an unrelated criminal matter. 

TERZIU, Jack Ryan – Commission Reprimand on September 9, 2020, for failing to recognize 
conflicts of interest.  For approximately three years, Respondent represented clients as a sole 
practitioner where his representation involved a conflict of interest with his former firm’s clients.  
The conflicts included representing clients who were directly adverse to a firm client and where 
there was a significant risk that Respondent’s representation of his client would be materially 
limited by his responsibilities, through the firm, to another client. 

WERTHEIMER, Marc – Commission Reprimand on August 29, 2020, for failing to recognize that 
his representation of one client was directly adverse to the interests of other clients in violation of 



the prohibition against conflicts of interest.  Respondent represented an estate in probate 
proceedings while representing the decedent’s former business partners who had claims against 
the estate based, in part, upon written agreements drafted by the Respondent and previously 
executed by the decedent and his partners. 

YI, John Xander – Disbarred on August 21, 2020, for failing to represent his client competently 
and diligently, failing to abide by the scope of representation, failing to adequately communicate 
with his client, collecting unreasonable fees, failing to reasonably communicate his fees to his 
client, failing to take steps to protect his client’s interest upon termination of his representation, 
failing to maintain accurate records concerning his firm’s trust account, failing to promptly deliver 
to his client funds to which his client was entitled, knowingly making false statements of material 
fact, engaging in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation, and engaging 
in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice.  As a relatively new attorney without 
significant criminal law experience, Respondent agreed to represent an immigrant charged with 
serious drug offenses that could have resulted in imprisonment and affected her immigration status, 
failed to communicate adequately with his client, failed to diligently analyze the discovery 
provided by the prosecution and prepare adequately the defense of the charges, mishandled his 
client’s fee payment, mismanaged his firm’s attorney trust account, and made misrepresentations 
and otherwise failed to adequately respond to Bar Counsel’s requests for information. 


