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mdcourts.gov

mdcourts.gov/accesstojustice

410-260-1258

For more information

Read the law 
Md. Code, Criminal Procedure § 10-105 

Maryland Court Self-Help Centers 
Free legal advice on expungements 
410-260-1392 
mdcourts.gov/selfhelp

Court forms and videos 
mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/expungement

People’s Law Library of Maryland 
peoples-law.org

Public law libraries 
410-260-1430 
mdcourts.gov/lawlib 

Clerk’s offices 
Visit or call the court that heard 
your case.
mdcourts.gov/courtsdirectory

Can the public see my criminal record?   
Most criminal cases are public records. The criminal case records are open 
for anyone to view in person at the courthouse where the case was held.  The 
case records can also be viewed online through the court’s websites, Maryland 
Judiciary Case Search (Case Search), and the Maryland Electronic Courts (MDEC).  

What is expungement? 
Expungement means that information about a criminal offense is removed from 
court and law enforcement records. If the court orders expungement, the case 
records are also removed from Case Search and MDEC. 

Expungement may not remove all available records. For instance: 

• Police files may hold information about arrests that did not lead to criminal 
charges being filed.  

•  Motor Vehicle Administration files may hold traffic-related criminal records.  

•  Private background check companies may have copies of some court records.

How can I expunge my criminal record? 
You must ask for expungement in writing. Each case that you wish to expunge 
will need a separate request. Not all criminal cases can be expunged. Follow the 
steps below for each case you wish to expunge. 

Step One: Gather Information about the case
Gather the records you have about each case you want to expunge. If you no 
longer have the records, you can search for the record online at: mdcourts.gov/
casesearch. You can also get a copy of the records by going to the courthouse 
where the case was held. You may have to pay a copy fee. 

Step Two: Choose the right form
Check the “disposition” of your case. 
Disposition means the outcome of the 
case.  For example, were you found 
“guilty,” “not guilty,” or some other 
outcome? On Case Search it may look 
like this:
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 If the final disposition of ANY of 
the charges in the case is “guilty,” 
then complete the Petition for 
Expungement of Records (guilty 
disposition), Form # CC-DC-CR-072B.

If the final disposition of all charges 
is something other than “guilty,” 
then complete the Petition for 
Expungement of Records (acquittal, 
dismissal, probation before judgment, 
nolle prosequi, stet, not criminally 
responsible, or transfer to juvenile 
disposition), Form #: CC-DC-CR-072A. 

Forms are available online or in 
person at the courthouse. Visit: 
https://mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/
expungement/

Step Three: Complete the form
Complete the form. On the form you 
must check off the legal reason why 
you are eligible for expungement.  
There will be a long list of possible 
reasons. The court can only grant 
some expungements after a certain 
number of years have passed. Some 
cases cannot be expunged at all. You 
must select the correct reason, or 
your expungement will be denied.  
Seek help if you are unsure which 
reason to select. 

In some instances, you may be 
required to waive certain rights 
before the court will grant the 
expungement. If required, review and 
complete the General Waiver and 
Release Form, CC-DC-CR-078. 

Step Four: Submit the form
File a copy of the form at the 
Clerk’s Office in the courthouse 
where your case was held. For 
some expungements there is a fee. 
If you cannot afford the fee you 
may request a fee waiver. 

Once you submit the form, the 
court will send a copy to the State’s 
Attorney’s office. The State’s 
Attorney’s office has 30 days to 
object to your expungement.  If the 
State’s Attorney objects, then the 
court will set a hearing date. You 
will be notified by mail. A judge 
will make a final decision at that 
hearing to either grant or deny 
your expungement. 

If the State’s Attorney does not 
object, the judge will review your 
petition. You will receive a letter to 
let you know if the judge approved 
your expungement.  Keep this 
letter and all the case information 
in a safe place. If you lose the 
letter, the court will not be able to 
provide you another. 

Other ways to limit access to court records
The expungements discussed in this brochure are for adult criminal 
records. Here are other types of court records you may seek to remove 
from the public record.

Juvenile records
See the brochure, How Can I Expunge My Juvenile Record?

Peace or Protective Order Cases
Peace and protective orders are civil cases. There can be both a criminal 
case and a peace or protective order from the same incident.  Peace and 
protective orders may be removed from public view but, there are special 
steps you must take. See the brochure: Can I Keep the Public from Seeing 
Information about Me in a Peace or Protective Order Case? 

Second Chance Shielding
You may be able to ask the court to remove some misdemeanor criminal 
cases from public view. To learn more about shielding a criminal case see 
the brochure: Can I Limit Access to Information about Certain Criminal 
Convictions?

Civil cases
If you want to limit public access to records in a civil case (or if you are 
a victim or witness in a criminal case) see the brochure: Can I Keep the 
Public from Seeing Information about Me in a Court Case?

Must I tell anyone about information the court expunged? 
A Maryland employer or educational institution may not require, as 
a condition of employment or admission, that you disclose expunged 
information about yourself. 

The State of Maryland may not require you to disclose expunged 
information when you apply for a state license, permit, or other 
registration. You may be required to provide information about expunged 
cases in certain other circumstances not governed by Maryland law. 


