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The Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) was initially authorized under the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2021 (“ERAP 1”) and further expanded through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ERAP 2”).

From ERAP 1, Maryland currently has over $400 million in rental assistance available. Funds were allocated
directly to the eight most populous counties ($143 million) in Maryland as well as the State ($258 million). All
county programs will be available for application by May 17,

What can ERAP do? Funds can be provided for up to 15 months of assistance to renter households with:
e Rent and utility arrears/debt
e Prospective rent and utility assistance
e Housing costs related to relocating units or leasing a new unit
e Alandlord can apply behalf of the tenant; or, the tenant may apply directly
e There is no dollar cap on the amount of assistance that can be provided to a tenant

Tenant Eligibility & Application Requirements

Households must meet 4 criteria to be eligible for the program:
1. Have arent obligation, AND
2. Have annual income at or below 80% of the Area Median Family Income (AMFI) for their county, AND
3. Be qualified for unemployment assistance OR experienced a reduction in income or increase in costs
related directly or indirectly to COVID19, AND
4. Have housing instability, which can include a past due rent notice, utility shutoff notice, eviction notice, or
substandard housing conditions

Other important information:

e Required documentation for eligibility: When reasonable efforts to obtain documentation have been
made, self-certification of some criteria can be acceptable.

e The program prioritizes households under 50% AMFI, those who are currently unemployed, and
households in priority census tracts with the highest eviction risk as identified by MD DHCD.

e Each county will establish an online and/or paper application that can be completed by tenants or
landlords. If the landlord initiates the application, the tenant must co-sign the application since
assistance is contingent on their household eligibility. If a tenant applies and the landlord refuses to
participate, the county program may make the payment directly to the tenant, who can then make
payment to their landlord.

e Alandlord or property manager of a state subsidized property can apply directly to MD DHCD.

Landlord Concessions

As a condition of receiving assistance through the program, the landlord must agree to the following:
e Waive all late fees, penalties, and court fees
e Cancel/rescind existing eviction filings
e Not create a new eviction filing for a minimum of 30 days (in some cases may be 90 days)
e If the tenant’s lease is expired or will expire within 90 days, the landlord must renew/extend the lease
for at least 90 days from the date assistance was received.

Some counties may apply more landlord requirements, such as requiring forgiveness of a portion of the rent.

A list of county programs, and information on MD DHCD’s program for eligible properties, is available at
rentrelief.maryland.gov and will be updated as programs open and close. Tenants and landlords may also call 877-
546-5595 to locate their local program (Open Monday to Friday: 8 AM to 7 PM, Saturdays: 9 AM to 4 PM)




Available ERAP 1 Funding by County
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Worcester County $6,465,772 N/A May 17 Kimberly Reynolds, Senior Budget Accountant

(410) 632-1194, kreynolds@co.worcester.md.us




