
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
FROM:
Althea Stewart Jones



Deputy Director



Department of Family Administration

Delinquency Uniform Court Orders 

Instructions

The provisions in these orders  have been color-coded to assist in producing legally compliant orders, as well as, to give the Courts’ some flexibility in producing shorter court orders.  The  color coded orders have been formatted as “hidden text”, i.e., they will not be seen/visible when you print your orders.  Hidden text language and instructions are indicated by ****.

It is best to first save the order under another name before revising.  This will prevent the deletion or revision of the color coding or hidden text formatting of the orders  provided.  (Please note that as long as you are printing from a non-colored printer, the order, although in color, will print out in black writing).

The provisions in the orders are categorized as follows:  

Red:

Those provisions that are federally required to be documented in the Court’s Order.

These provisions are primarily the ASFA requirements, i.e, contrary to the welfare and reasonable efforts findings.

Purple:
Those provisions that address findings that the Court must make, but are not required to be documented in the Court’s Order.

These are your basic findings that Maryland law requires, e.g., whether the child is delinquent, custody or commitment status, etc.

Yellow:
Those provisions that touch on areas of the federal reviews that do not require documentation in the court order, but some proof of compliance is needed.  

These provisions generally address services provided to the child, timeliness of hearings, etc.  

Blue:

Provisions that would demonstrate some best practices as supported by some local practitioners, national resources centers, such as the ABA, and the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.  

Examples of this include scheduling of the next court hearing, listing of parties present, who received copies of the orders, etc.

For assistance regarding the orders, including comments or suggestions,  please feel free to contact me at (410) 260-1296 or at althea.stewart.jones@courts.state.md.us.  You may also contact our Delinquency Specialist, Joan Dudley at (410) 260-1727 or joan.dudley@courts.state.md.us.




Thank you. 

cc:
Pamela Cardullo Ortiz, Esq.


Joan Dudley, Esq.


