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Michael S. Miller is Direétor of the Maryland State Law Library.

When judges, lawyers; legal assistants and others make statements about the law, or quote
directly or paraphrase from a legal publication, they must support each statement with an abbreviated
reference (citation) to the cited material. Ordinarily, this “cite” is to a statute, court opinion, rute of
procedure, administrative regulation or some secondary source of ﬁuthoritY,‘ such as a legal encyclope-
dia or textbook. The general purpose of the legal citation, then, is the same as a footnote in other
forms of literature.

The following illustrations of forms of citations for various Maryland legal publications generally
reveal what publication is being cited, where the reader can go to find that information, when the
information came into existence and perhaps who wrote or was responsible for the information:

Examples of Nine Maryland Legal Citations
1. Reported (Published) Court Qpinion:

Batson u. Shiflett, 325 Md. 684, 602 A.2d 1191 (1992). Parallel citation:

Reporter abbreviation for Maryland Reports Volume Reporter abbreviation (a.2d=Atantic

{decisions from the Maryland. Court of Appeals) Reporter®, Second Series)

Batson v, Shiflett 325 Md. 684 602 A.2d 1191 (1992)
Parties to the case Volume Page Page  Date

2, Section of the Annotated Codce of Maryland:

a.  Md. Code (1974, 1991 Repl. Vol.), § 2-102 of the Estates & Trusts Article (Maroon Volume)
Orii'tﬁl copyright date Title#

Md. Code (1974 1991 Repl. Vol.), § 2-102 of the Estates & Trusts Article

Copyright date of
Annotated Code replacement volume . Section Subtitle Subject matter

of article and
actual article
reference
(sometimes
abbreviated
“E & T")
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b. Md. Code (1957, 1987 Repl. Vol., 1991 Cum. Supp.), Art. 27 § 426. (Black Volume)

Copyright date of replacement volume Article Section # sign
Md. Code (1957, 1987 Repl. Vol., 1991 Cum. Supp.), Art. 27 § 426
Annotated Code Onginal 1957 Y1 supplementto = assigned 1o Speaific section or
edinon of code 7 bound volume  artick: cnimes codle (pan lering)

3. Maryland Constitution:

Md. Const. art. 3,§9

Md. Const Art. 3, §9
Maryland Constitution Numbered article covering Section dealing with eligibility
legislative branch 10 serve as state senator

or delegate

4.  Maryland Administrative Regulations:

COMAR 10.07.03.24

Title (Dept. Health & Mental Hygiene) Chapter (Domiciliary Care Homes)
COMAR 10. 07. 03. 24 (medication)
Code of Maryland Regulations Subtitle (Hospitals) Regulation

5. Marvland Rules of Procedure (Court Rules):

Md. Rule 6-301
Title # (Settlement of Decedents’ Estates)
Md. Rule 6- 301

Maryland Rules of Procedure Chapter 301 (Petition for Probate)

6. Maryland Session Laws:

1988 Md. Laws, Chap. 621
6213t Act of the 1988 session
1988 Md. Laws, Chap. 621

Year law enacted Laws of Marviand
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7. Maryland Attorney General Opinions:

74 Op. A’y Gen. 102 {Md. 1989) -s—— State issuing and year of opinion

Volume of Maryland - Abbreviation for opinjons Page where opinion begins
A.G. opinion of the Attorney General ’

8. Maryland Legal Treatise (Textbook):

Allan J. Gibber, Gibber on Estate Admirnistration 8 (3rd ed. 1991)

Page

Allan J. Gibber Gibber on Estate Administration,” 8 (3rd ed. 1991)

Author Book’s title Edition, Copyright date

9. Legal Encyclopedia:
11 M.L.E. Executors and Administrators § 225 (1961)
Sect. # sign

11 M.L.E. Executors and Adminisirators § 225 (1961)
Volume  Maryland Law Topic or title of Specific section # Copyright date

Encyclopedia - subject covered
Covers commissions

10. Legal Periodical Article:

Andrew Janquitto, fisurer’s Duty to Defend in Maryland, 18 U. Balt. L. Rev. 1 (1988)

Author’s name Title of article Volume Page
Andrew Janquitto, Insurer’s Duty to Defend in Maryland, 18 U. Balt. L. Rev. 1 (1988)

Abbreviation for University Year of publication
of Baltimore Law Review

Winter/Spring 1994



